
ALICE County Reports with ZIP and Place Data
Counties are the core geography for ALICE data: They reveal variations often masked by statewide

averages, and the data is reported regularly and reliably.

Financial Hardship Has Changed Over Time in South Carolina

As circumstances change, households may find themselves below or above the ALICE Threshold at

different times.

Number of ALICE and Poverty-Level Households, South Carolina, 2024
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Percentage of Households, South Carolina, 2024

Sources: ALICE Threshold, 2010-2024; American Community Survey, 2010-2024

Financial Hardship is Not Equally Distributed

By total number, groups with the largest population of households below the ALICE Threshold tend to also

be in the largest demographic groups. However, when looking at the proportion of each group that is below

the ALICE Threshold, it is clear that some groups are more likely to be ALICE than others.

Households by Race/Ethnicity, South Carolina, 2024

Notes: All racial categories except Two or More Races are for one race alone. Race and ethnicity are overlapping categories; the AI/AN (American Indian/Alaska Native), Asian, Black, Hawaiian

(includes other Pacific Islanders), and Two or More Races groups may include Hispanic households. The White group includes only White, non-Hispanic households. The Hispanic group may

include households of any race. Because household poverty data is not available for the American Community Survey's race/ethnicity categories, annual income below $15,000 is used as a proxy.

In 2020, the U.S. Census Bureau changed how it asked about race/ethnicity and how responses are coded. Due to this change, the Census Bureau recommends caution in comparing racial/ethnic

data from before and after 2020.

Sources: ALICE Threshold, 2024; American Community Survey, 2024
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There were also differences in financial hardship by household type and age of householder.

HOUSEHOLD TYPE

AGE OF HOUSEHOLDER

Sources: ALICE Threshold, 2010-2024; American Community Survey, 2010-2024

The Cost of Basics Outpaces Wages

The Household Survival Budget reflects the minimum cost to live and work in the current economy and

includes housing, child care, food, transportation, health care, technology, and taxes. It does not include

savings for emergencies or future goals like college or retirement. In 2024, household costs in every county

in South Carolina were well above the Federal Poverty Level of $15,060 for a single adult and $31,200 for a

family of four.

Household Survival Budget, South Carolina, 2024

Notes: The budget for One Adult, One Child includes costs for one adult and a school-age child. The budget for One Adult, One in Child Care includes costs for an adult and an infant. The budget

for Two Adults, Two in Child Care includes costs for two adults, one infant, and one preschooler. "Hourly Wage" shows the full-time wage needed to support each budget.

Sources: For ALICE Survival Budget sources, see the Methodology Overview on the Methodology page.

Group
% Below ALICE

Threshold

Single or Cohabiting (no children) 38%

Married (with children) 17%

Single-Female-Headed (with children) 77%

Single-Male-Headed (with children) 60%

Group
% Below ALICE

Threshold

Under 25 Years 71%

25 to 44 Years 36%

45 to 64 Years 35%

65 Years and Over 50%

Monthly Costs
Single

Adult

One Adult,

One Child

One Adult,

One In

Child Care

Two

Adults

Two Adults

Two Children

Two Adults,

Two In

Child Care

Single

Adult 65+

Two

Adults 65+

Housing $970 $1,014 $1,014 $1,014 $1,213 $1,213 $970 $1,014

Child Care $0 $205 $545 $0 $409 $1,133 $0 $0

Food $458 $774 $694 $839 $1,407 $1,241 $422 $773

Transportation $389 $482 $482 $564 $834 $834 $328 $441

Health Care $193 $531 $531 $531 $817 $817 $492 $984

Technology $95 $95 $95 $129 $129 $129 $95 $129

Miscellaneous $211 $310 $336 $308 $481 $537 $231 $334

Taxes $316 $272 $337 $375 $364 $505 $367 $656

Monthly Total $2,632 $3,683 $4,034 $3,760 $5,654 $6,409 $2,905 $4,331

ANNUAL TOTAL $31,584 $44,196 $48,408 $45,120 $67,848 $76,908 $34,860 $51,972

Hourly Wage $15.79 $22.10 $24.20 $22.56 $33.92 $38.45 $17.43 $25.99
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Financial Hardship Varies by Location in South Carolina

There is substantial variation in the number of households who live below the ALICE Threshold within the

county. Explore the map and table below to learn more. The map is shaded to show the percentage of

households that are below the ALICE Threshold (poverty-level and ALICE households combined). The

darker the blue, the higher the percentage.

*Please select a county to view financial hardship by location*
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